suggested several reforms in Society management. These were referred to a special committee, who finally recommended their adoption, and they will be enforced during the current year. As Dr. Burkhart was unanimously reelected, he will be in the position to inaugurate the various changes, and their value will thus be tested.
The correspondent's report was of unusual interest and is of extreme importance, because it is mainly a compilation of the opinion of American dentists practicing in Earope upon the practicability of utilizing the vitreous materials with which the filling of teeth has been attempted. In European countries there is a deep-seated repugnance to gold in conspicuous places, and there is necessarily a corresponding effort on the part of dentists to supply the demand for a filling which matches tooth sub- vical portion is to be prepared as for a gold filling. The piece of porcelain is then fitted with the incisive and beveled to fit in the undercut, while the cervical portion is beveled in like manner. After the filling is perfected, and after applying the rubber-dam, the piece of porcelain is cemented in place. After the cement has become perfectly hard, that along the cervical margin is cut away from the retaining groove, as well as any that may be alcng the cervical bevel of the piece of porcelain. The retaining groove is then filled with gold, which is carried over the bevel on the porcelain; the whole is then harmoniously contoured to the required si:ape and polished.
The inlay is then held in place most effectually, and an extremely neat operation is the result.
"When a very thin piece of porcelain is used and cement alone depended upon for its retention, it is very prone to loosen, owing to the porosity of the porcelain being accentuated through the removal of the vitreous surface during its preparation, or its subsequent grinding down when in situ. This permits of the oral fluids penetrating it, and disintegrates its union with the cement, which eventuates in the early failure of most of this work.
When possible, as in the case of caries on the labial surfaces of the teeth, the cavity is made circular, the piece of porcelain is mounted with shellac, or preferably sealing wax, upon one of the metal mandrels suggested by me some years ago (and now obtained at any dental depot.) This after close approximation upon a diamond disk, the mandrel being run in the engine, the piece of porcelain can then be ground into the cavity by the aid of very fine pumice powder and water. This will make an inlay necessitating the minimum amount of cement, which is a benefit in all cases, as I believe the less cement required the better the operation and the more certain the result.
Where possible, retaining grooves should be cut along or around the inlay a short distance from the surface. This may be easily done with a diamond disk. This facilitates the adhesion of the cement. I have set a few inlays with gutta-percha, Hill's stopping and Jacob's gutta-percha being about equally used; the latter seems to be the most satisfactory. Any fine grained, quick-setting cement will do for this work, provided the shade approximates as near as possible the color of the natural tooth; otherwise the absence of translucency incidental to this work will be accentuated.
Of If the process is to be limited to labial surfaces of the anterior teeth, it is evident that the demand for the filling would be comparatively infrequent. Therefore let me consider an approximal and* grinding-surface cavity in the anterior of a first bicuspid. The matrix is made with No. 30 rolled gold. This is preferable to 40 or 60, because it takes a sharper impression. To obtain this matrix is most difficult. It is very simple for the advocate of the method to say "make the matrix," and then pass on to the methods of fusing the porcelain. But the dentist will discover that many attempts to obtain a perfect matrix from an approximal cavity will prove abortive before one will be removed which is absolutely accurate, and if not absolutely accurate it is worthless. Practice has taught me that the cavity must be shaped so that, in the class of cavity which I am describing, the matrix may be withdrawn through the opening of the grinding-surface. The The main difficulty with this method is in connection with the cement. Before cement is used, the filling placed in the cavity is perfection itself, and if the color has been accurately imitated, it would be impossible for human eye to detect the outlines of the filling. But the insertion of the cement changes all this. When it is remembered how thin was the matrix, it will be recognized that no cement now on the market can be mixed thin enough to fill the space occupied by the gold, and consequently the filling is lifted from its proper position by the interposition of the cement, and an edge shows. 
